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Visual Education in Jamaica
f By M. A. RENNALLS

ON the rst October 1951, a branch of the Education Department was
established by Government for the proper integration of the services

of Film Production, Projection and Library Services. These services
provide the nucleus of a comprehensive scheme aimed at increasing the
efficiency of the methods of instruction to all ages through the medium
of films, filmstrips, photographs, charts and all the other media of Visual
Aids. In existence for many years, the Central Film Organisation was
organised and run by the British Council, and provided library and
projection services for films and filmstrips. It received advice from a
Committee of the Heads of the Government Departments.

In providing these services, the Organisation worked under great
difficulties, chief of which were inadequate accommodation, transport
facilities and funds. Under its new role all these disadvantages and
inconveniences have been overcome and its functions extended to include
film production. Briefly the new arrangements of the Organisation are
as follows:
The Organisation now occupies four apartments in the Education

Department's buildings at 5 South Race Course, in which are located a
library for filmstrips, a film production room, library for films and
projection room, maintenance room. In the filmstrip library are some
1,200 film strips. There are also films on these subjects.

The film library contains similar categories to the filmstrip with the
following additions :

CO-OPERATIVES
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In the library accommodation is provided for 25 persons and projection
services made available for the previewing of films and filmstrips. Owing
to the keen interest in visual material exhibited by many schools in close
proximity to the Organisation the services of the library have been exten-
ded to include class teaching where films and filmstrips play an important
part in lesson illustrations. In the maintenance room are all the
equipment of the projection and library services comprising sound
projectors, silent projectors, filmstrips projectors, screens for projection
in blacked-out buildings and rear projection screens. Servicing of the
projectors belonging to other Government educational bodies are also
undertaken. There, too, films are checked, cleaned and repaired. All
information relative to films, screens and projectors may be had from
this section.
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Upstairs is the Unit's Headquarters

The establishment by Government of a Film Production Unit attached
to the Central Film Organisation is a step of inestiinable value towards
the providing of a satisfactory visual education service for the island.

I Its policy is to produce films for Jamaicans, by Jamaicans, with Jamaicans,
I designed to assist in the solution of Jamaica's problems-educational,
social, cultural, and economical.

Without such a Unit, Visual Education would be greatly handicapped,
would always be at a great disadvantage and would never possess that
educational impact it should have. Educational films from foreign
sources are shrouded in an atmosphere of strangeness where our local
population is concerned. They lack that intimacy, a quality which is
so essential in the learning process. The actors, scenes, customs details
are regarded as foreign. The audience cannot wholly identify themselves
with what is portrayed on the screen, however much the problem as a
whole may be similar to those in this country, and so the films lose that
reception necessary for effecting a change in our people's attitude and
ways. Such conclusions have been borne out emphatically in recent
showings of our locally made films. The audience is at once roused to
'a renewed interest when the local film hits the screen. They cheer,
~hey sympathise, they comment, they lament-seeing themselves for the
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.A scene from" Let's Stop "Them "

first time as others see them. And so the Unit is gradually proving
itself as bridging a great gap in Jamaica's Visual Education Service. It
is hoped that the Unit's existence will be prolonged beyond its experi-
mental period of one year so that this new lease of life that the Organisa-
tion has been experiencing lately in the traffic of educational films, will
continue, as our entire population become more film conscious and more
alive to the great contribution films can make in building a "New
Jamaica ".
For the present, the Unit only produces films, filmstrips, and visual

materials for adult audiences dealing with problems affecting industry,
health and education. The selection of topics is solely the right of the
Advisory Committee of the C.F.O. whose Chairman is the Director of
Education. This committee is composed of the Heads of the Government
Departments or their representatives. The public has the right to
forward to the committee through the Director of Education applications
for films to be made. It is regrettable that the great demand by the
teaching fraternity for the making of direct instructional films and
filmstrips cannot be met for the present but it is hoped that such an
important function of the Unit will be included in its future programme
should its existence become permanent.
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The Unit has had one film released to the public up to date, viz. :
Farmer Brown Learns Good Dairying-a film made specially for adult
audiences to help solve the problem of effecting better care and manage-
ment of the dairy cow so as to improve the milk-production in Jamaica.
It has been having a very successful showing throughout Jamaica and

other British West Indian islands and its acceptance as a local production
has been extremely popular. In conjunction with the release of this film
are a filmstrip and brochure on the same subject forming a sort of Visual
Unit and they, too, have been receiving very successful showings. To
help meet the demand in bookings for this film four extra copies are to
be purchased.
A film entitled One Way Out, designed to get farmers to spray their

bananas thoroughly and regularly, will soon be released. It contains
recordings in visuals and sound of interesting Jamaican customs, and is
expected to be received with even a greater reception than Farmer Brown.
Other films which will be released at a later date are You Can Help Your
Children-a film designed to get greater self-help and communal
responsibility in providing more infant centres in Jamaica; First
Caribbean Jamboree, in colour; All Island Achievement Day at Fairfield
Park, Montego Bay; Let's Stop Them, a film to spearhead a drive by
His Excellency the Governor to reduce the incidence of praedial larceny
in Jamaica.
In sfite of all these new additions, extensions and developments of

the Visual Education Services, there still remain many problems that
must gradually be overcome if efficiency is, to, be maintained and the
maximum benefits received by the entire population. The three
" musts" for an efficient service are an adequate film library, a production
unit and a sufficient supply of projectors so that the films may reach the
people for whom they are particularly intended. A break-down in any
one of these must affect very adversely the total effect ofthe entire scheme.
Each section depends upon the other for total contribution. The supply
of films and filmstrips although very inadequate at the moment is
'gradually growing from' local and foreign sources, but where we fall
grossly short is in the projection services. Many organisations which have
become particularly interested in films for instructional purposes since
the advent of local production have intimated their desire to purchase
projectors, but that presents another difficulty, namely, the integration
and collaboration of these services to prevent overlapping and wastage.
The Advisory Committee, however, is very aware of this situation and
, is taking steps to find a satisfactory solution. The problem of having
darkened conditions for the showing of films has been successfully solved.
The advent of rear projection screens has made it possible for daylight
shows outdoors and in buildings thus enabling the projection services
to reach the people at every place and at any time. Such screens are

(
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made locally and inforination regarding their construction or how they
may be obtained can be got on application to the C.F.O.
The finding of a make of filmstrip projector that can operate without

electricity is still presenting. some difficulty. There may be a solution,
however, in the Keroscope projector, a projector which uses a Tilley
lamp as the light source. The Organisation is experimenting with this
type of projector.
The development of Visual Education in schools is not at present the

primary function of the C.F.O. Nevertheless its services and advice
.. are always available. A very healthy sign, however, and one that must

in time demand the attention in providing more help for Visual Education
in schools, is the keen interest that is being exhibited by all schools in
the use of films and filmstrips. Teachers of both elementary and
secondary schools are crying out for information regarding this new
media and what is more those who have been fortunate in experiencing
the value of the media in classroom instruction and in the life of the
school as a whole are purchasing their own projectors from voluntary
subscriptions.

A Senegalese Village
Refuses to go to Sleep

By ANDRE BLANCHET
Reproduced from U Unesco Courier"

WHEN we arrived at M'Boumba it was already dark, so we expected
to see nothing of the life of this Senegal village until the following

morning. But it was not long before we heard some rhythmic, mechani-
cal noises and saw an electric light come on at a street corner-probably
the only one shining in the darkness of the brush country within a radius
of 50 miles or more.
Then we heard the unmistakable sounds of a village coming to life,

and we.wondered whether we were going to be treated to some sort of
group spectacle or entertainment-whether we should soon be hearing
the beating of tom-toms and the chanting of ritual music in the night.
If so, this was hardly what the organisers of our trip had led us to.

expect. We had come to M'Boumba to see the work of an educational
mission led by M. Andre Terrisse, head of the Education Service, Dakar,
French West Africa. It came as a surprise then to learn that the noises
we had heard in the night were the preparations-for a class which the
village was due to attend.


