
COLONIAL CINEMA

My purpose is to enable you to make the simpler sort of picture for
yourself; but please do not use these notes to try running 'before you'
can walk. If you need a wholly satisfying and technically accurate film
about your business activities, the right people to do the job are the
professional companies 'who' specialize in such work. The machinery
and technique of film-making are" indispensable, but the things that
truly matter are imagination arid the ability to "think" in pictures,

The Cyprus Film Training School, 1951

AFTER a 'short transit leave in England the two Instructors of the
Colonial Film Unit's West Indian Film Training School-Messrs,

R. W. Harris and G. Evans-left once again for another part of the
colonial territories-this time it was Cyprus, and here is what. they
have to say:
The trip by air from Northolt was very lovely and I particularly

~emember the panorama of the Bay of Naples and Vesuvius and the
Isles of Western Greece as they appeared below us in the bright Mediter-
ranean sunlight. We only had a brief stop at Athens and four hours
later we were making our first landing in Cyprus. The journey had taken
18 hours and we stepped out of the plane with great relief at being able
to stretch' our legs once more. .
We were made very welcome by the Acting Public Information Officer,

Mr. Iosephides, who met us at the airport, and, that same night, we had
a. foretaste of Cypriot hospitality when he took both of us out to
dinner ata restaurant with the intriguing name of "The House of Five
Thousand Bottles". The local wines and the general air of friendliness
w~re, we thought, very good auguries for the opening of the Unit's Third
FIlm Training School.
Nicosia, surrounded by its medieval city walls and with its minarets

and winding narrow streets (across which it is possible·to shake hands),
looked like something out of the Arabian Nights. But, fascinating as it
all v:as; we realized that the school premises would have to be situated
~)Utsldethe city walls and well away from all this bustle and congestion,
~fwe hoped to make sound recording a success. After several tours of
mspection we finally selected a well-built private house a mile or so
from Nicosia in a district called Kaimakli (English translation "Thick
cream"!) and, in the week before the school opened on r rth June, we
spent a hectic time getting our equipment installed. The word "equip-
ment" should be written in inverted commas because, owing to transport
difficulties, we had to open the school with only the barest essentials
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Terracing near Agros

and it was not until mid-August that our main equipment (including our
two cars) arrived from U.K. by sea at Famagusta.
So much for the bricks and mortar of the business, and now a little

about the students themselves. In the West Indies we had six, but
here we had nine and their homelands ranged from Hong Kong in the
East to Cyprus in the West. There were the' four Cypriots, Wideson,
Constantinides, Tsangarides, and Pavlides; the Turkish-speaking
Cypriot, Aziz; the two Sudanese, Kemal and Gadalla; the Mauritian,
Domaingue, and the Chinese from Hong Kong, Li.
The school had not' been in session for more than a few hours before

the instructors realized that their task in Cyprus was to be considerably
more difficult than it was in Jamaica. In the first place, there was the
language problem. The mother tongue of Cyprus is Greek and three
of the Cypriot students were definitely hesitant in their English and, to
a lesser degree, so were the others-with the exception of two whose
English was idiomatically perfect. With the ability of the students to
follow spoken English varying so widely it Wasnot easy to keep the level
of general progress throughout on an even keel, but we were later helped
considerably by those concerned making Herculean efforts to improve
their English. Conditions now are not nearly so tricky as they were
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The School on location

~t th~ beginning. Secondly, there are the teaching problems involved
In coping with the wide range of ages among the students. They vary
from 24 to 47.
.It must not be thought that these difficulties weighed too heavily

with the school and I'd like to emphasize what a happy bunch of fellows
~he students are. Their interests are by no means one track and are,
In fact, unusually wide, ranging from astronomy to Greek Classical
verse. As their English improved so did their .eloquence. •
As far as the school syllabus was concerned we had to depart in some

:vays from that followed in the West Indies because the lack of equipment'
m the early stages held back progress on the technical side. The
students, consequently, found themselves during the early months of
the course receiving plenty of theoretical instruction and, in fact, with
theory racing ahead of practice, it was not until August that they were
a?le to learn in practice what they had been taught in theory. An amusing
SIdelight on the course might be mentioned at this point. From our
experience in West Africa and the West Indies we thought we knew
all possible beginner's mistakes, such as fixing before development or
.developing in a printing safelight, ~ut we learned a new one in Cyprus
when one member, developing a spool, threw the emulsion strip on to
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the floor and developed the paper! Needless to say, this student is
now one of the most successful in this branch of our work.
Our first production was a filmstrip on Road Safety called "It's up to

you". Five minutes driving on the roads of this island, be it in town or in
country, will convince anyone of the vital need for such a strip'. Well-
known adages such as "Only police and foreigners ride on the left in
Cyprus" and road signs in Nicosia reading "Please walk on the pave-
ments" give some idea of the need of public education on the subject.
The strip consisted of fifty frames in all and, considering that it was' a
first effort, the quality was unusually good and the Traffic Superintendent
was well pleased with the result.
Soil and Water Conservation was the subject of our first film-a subject

which, on first consideration, seemed fairly straightforward, but, on closer
examination; proved to be something of a headache. The original
shooting script was amended almost out of recognition to meet criticisms
from many sides and the long hours in the class-room-in temperatures
ranging from 90° to 106°-tested our endurance and tempers to the
utmost. At last, we succeeded in producing a script that met most
objections and, from it all, the school gained valuable experience and an
appreciation of some of the intricacies of film production.
One of the great attractions of this film was that it gave us the oppor-

tunity to visit and photograph a wide variety of the wonderful Cyprus
scenery and we have-touch wood-high expectations of our work so
far. At the time of writing we have completed our mountain shots and
are busy now on those needed in the plains.
Besides this film on Soil and Water Conservation (working title-

"Save-the Soil") we are making a filmstrip on the same subject together
with one on the Hydatid Cyst. The incidence of this disease in Cyprus
(about which we knew nothing) is one of the highest in the world and
is passed by the dog-in the most unphotogenic of processes-to man
and animals. The treatment of this strip calls for several flashlight
. photographs and, in this respect, will be a very useful exercise for the
school.> '

Our future programme until the conclusion of the school in March
1952 is, at the moment, in the lap of the gods since the choice of our
second and final film subject is undecided between Juvenile Delinquency
and Tuberculosis. There is also an outside possibility of our being
able to make one more film strip for the Medical Department.
The work has been intensive but very interesting and we are both

extremely glad to have had this great opportunity of meeting men from
so many different parts of the world. We all have one great interest in
common and that is a firm belief in the value of the film and the part it
has to play in the world,


